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Research objectives
The objectives of this project were to:
•

Investigate the assessment literacy of EAP teachers,
based on the good practice highlighted in
relevant research

in

•

collect data from relevant EAP practitioners which
could be considered representative of the sector

•

analyse the data and make recommendations for the sustenance and enhancement
of EAP teacher assessment literacy, so that stakeholders can benefit from changes
to EAP assessments; professional development or training

•

Promote ongoing attention to the need for high-quality testing and assessment in
EAP, the results of which can be used to draw trustworthy inferences.

Research questions
The research questions which drove the research project were as
follows:

•

To what extent do EAP teacher views on EAP testing and
assessment practices reflect language testing research and
practices which comprise Assessment Literacy?

•

How can EAP Assessment Literacy be sustained or enhanced?
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Supporting literature
•

Key proponents of Assessment Literacy

•

Features of Assessment Literacy and examples of
supporting research in Education, Applied Linguistics

•

Guidance resources for the development and
enhancement of EAP Assessment Literacy.

•

Training for teacher Assessment Literacy through
general and EAP teacher education

•

University-led EAP Assessment Literacy through inhouse testing
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Research design, methods & analysis
•

Review of possible philosophies

•

Adoption of a pragmatic paradigm

•

Use of mixed methods of data collection

•

Quantitative and qualitative

•

Online survey (187 recipients)
•

•

Bristol Online Surveys

25 research interviews
•

Face-to-Face & Via Telephone/Skype
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Questionnaire Structure

• Training, skills, strengths and
weaknesses in EAP testing and
assessment
• Approaches to EAP testing and
assessment design
• Views on/ experience of validity and
reliability in EAP testing and assessment
• Practices involving analysis and
interpretation of the results and scores of
EAP tests and assessments
• Consideration of ethics in EAP testing
and assessment
• Influence of research and other resources
for the purpose of EAP testing and
assessment on EAP teacher Assessment
practices

Interview Structure

• Training, skills, strengths and
weaknesses in EAP testing and
assessment
• Approaches to EAP testing and
assessment design
• Views on/ experience of validity and
reliability in EAP testing and assessment
• Practices involving analysis and
interpretation of the results and scores of
EAP tests and assessments
• Consideration of ethics in EAP testing
and assessment
• Influence of research and other resources
for the purpose of EAP testing and
assessment on EAP teacher Assessment
practices
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Findings
•

There is a need for more structured training
interventions associated with EAP assessment

•

There is a lack of reference, amongst practising EAP
teachers who assess, to research associated with
assessment

•

There appears to be an interest in additional
opportunities for collaboration amongst EAP
practitioners both within and across institutions and
with content teachers

•

There is a need to extend practitioners’ skills in
interpretive EAP assessment, including use of
statistics

•

There are key concerns amongst practitioners with
regard to the ethicality of EAP assessment

Return to research questions
The research questions which drove the research project were as
follows:

•

To what extent do EAP teacher views on EAP testing and
assessment practices reflect language testing research and
practices which comprise Assessment Literacy?

•

How can EAP Assessment Literacy be sustained or enhanced?
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Limitations
•

Opinions of EAP teachers regarding their own
assessment literacy rather than a more objective
measure of Assessment Literacy

•

Questionnaire respondents were restricted to
practitioners with membership of professional bodies,
which may have excluded less engaged practitioners

•

A greater number of questionnaire respondents and
interviewees may have influenced the nature of the data
gathered

•

Additional time devoted to the piloting stage could
have resulted in the honing of certain questionnaire
items

•

Had a trained interviewer been employed the
interactions may have been of a different nature and
more accurate information could have been revealed

Recommendations / Actions
•

Provide a framework for in-service EAP assessment
training

•

Create an online anotated bibliography for EAP
assessment literacy

•

Promote collaborative research and learning
opportunities in EAP assessment

•

Develop interpretive EAP Assessment Literacy
skills including user-friendly statistical analysis
training

•

Raise awareness about the key importance of
ethicality as an aspect of EAP Assessment Literacy
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