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The CEFR Levels of the Japanese
Learners of English

» Non/Basic Users (A1 and A2) are more
than 80%.

» Independent Users (B1 and B2) are less
than 20%.

e Proficient Users (C1 and C2) are almost nil.

—skewed towards 1owgr levels
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The Development of the CEFR-J:
The Principles

Add Pre-A1

Divide A1 into three levels: A1.1, A1.2, A1.3
Divide A2 into two levels: A2.1, A2.2
Divide B1 into two levels: B1.1, B1.2

Divide B2 into two levels: B2.1, B2.2

No change for C1, C2

Adapt Can-do descriptors to a Japanese context
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The development of the CEFR-J

« collect descriptors available both in and outside
Japan

« eradicate the inconsistencies by dissecting
descriptors

— Descriptors for productive skills
(1) performance, (2) criteria, (3) condition

— Descriptors for receptive skills
» (1) task, (2) text, (3) condition
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The Validation of the CEFR-J

e LLearners’ Self-assessment

» Learners’ Assessment by their
Teachers

» Descriptor Sorting Exercise

» Comparing Self-assessment and
Actual Performance
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The Validation of the CEFR-J

 Carry out IRT to learners’ self-
assessment data

— The descriptors in the CEFR
< groups of teachers as informants
(North 2000)

— The descriptors in the CEFR-J

< groups of learners as informants
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results of IRT analysis

An example of item difficulty line graphs: CEFR-J Listening Can Do descriptors
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Some of the problems and solutions for CEFR-J
“Can Do” descriptors

Problems Solutions
1. The perceived difficulties 1. Reordering the descriptors
were not necessarily ordered according to the item

as we had expected. difficulty.
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Some of the problems and solutions for CEFR-J
“Can Do” descriptors

Problems

2.

“Can Do” descriptors which the
participants had never
experienced seemed to be
judged to be more difficult.

Reading: A1.2 right (D) Beta
version

I can understand very short
reports of recent events such
as simple letters, postcards or
e-mails from friends or
relatives describing travel
memories, etc.

Solutions

2. Eliminating the unfamiliar
elements for Japanese
learners

Reading: A1.2 right Version 1

« I can understand very short
reports of recent events such
as text messages from friends
or relatives, describing travel
memories, etc.
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After the revision process,

The release of the CEFR-J
In2012

The publication of the CEFR-J
Guidebook in 2013

CEFR-based framework for ELT in Japan —

CEFR-J

DO Y A MERE - iER

FEE IR

O What's New? [Japanese]
* The release of the CEFR-J Version 1 ﬁ{]f:é;??mh i
* * The Version 1 of the CEFR-J s available now for download. Itis free for both e W \ N\
academic and commercial purposes under the specified license conditions. )
> > We hope that the CEFR-J will be useful for developing teaching materials
and syllabuses as well as assessment of English in Japan .
* *
*

CEFR-J International Symposium

The official version of the CEFR-J will be released soon. The symposium will
be held on the 9th and the 10th of March, 2012, co-organised by Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies and British Council Japan, sponsored by
Ministry of Education (MEXT).

Admission free (registration required)

— See the program [PDF]

Dr Neil Jones

CEFR-J Workshop

The second day of the intemational symposium will be dedicated to the
practical sessions for applying the CEFR-J for primary, secondary, and
tertiary school leamers. 20 workshop sessions will be held

Admission free (registration required).

— See the program [PDF|

B3 Bk = =
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After the release of the CEFR-J Version 1

e« Wordlist
 Descriptor DB
« Handbook

Resource
development

 Corpus building

e Criterial feature
selection

Profiling
research

16
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Companion resources for using the CEFR-J

CEFR-J Wordlist

ELP "Can Do" Descriptor DB

CEFR-J Handbook




CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan
CEFR-J

Companion resources for using the CEFR-J

CEFR-J Wordlist
ELP ‘Can Do’ Descriptor DB

CEFR-J Handbook




CEFR-J

CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan

CEFR-J Wordlist Version 1

CEFR -
Level
Pre-
Total

Text
analysis

Our
Target

+ EVP
Integrated
9
Final
Version

1000

1068

1057 1884 1722 5639

1000 2000 2000 6000

1358 2359 2785 7570
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Using the wordlist for task development

Can do descriptor E> Ilike .../ I don’t like ...

I can exchange simple opinions Do you like ...?

about very familiar topics such as

likes and dislikes for sports, foods, +

etc., using a limited repertoire of _

expressions, provided that people CEFR-J Wordlist

speak clearly. . . apple Ao n Food and drink art Ao n Hobbies and pastimes

2 5poken lntemctlcbanana Ao n Food and drink ball Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
bean A1 n Food and drink baseball Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
beef A1 n Food and drink basketball Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
biscuit o0l e Weaclenclenmis cartoon Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
bottle Ao n  Food and drink concert A0 n Hobbies and pastimes

. dance Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
bread Ao n Food and drink : .

- drama A1 n Hobbies and pastimes
breakfast Ao n  Foodand dr%nk football Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
burger A1 n  Foodand drink music Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
butter A1 n Foodand drink opera Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
cake Ao n Food and drink painting Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
candy Ao n Food and drink party Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
cheese Ao n Food and drink piano Ao n Hobbies and pastimes
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Companion resources for using the CEFR-J

CEFR-J Wordlist

ELP "Can Do" Descriptor DB

CEFR-J Handbook
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The "Can Do" Descriptor DB

European Language Portfolio

8-

( 2,800 "Can Do" descriptors

mm

647 descriptors
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CEER. Retrleva! OW

Category/C - General descriptors Descriptors for children
eV ode ELP descriptor(s) (Japanese) (Japanese)
I can say who I am, ask someone’s  |H /3 #E THLNEIZENTE, FHFD
A1 | IS1-A1 |name and introduce someone. A RTE =720 FHFEOZEE/EI T 562 I/E\f D@ ?HH%%})?NX%?(@T DA HTEH
LINTED 0
I can ask and answer simple
questions, initiate and respond to 2 EMZ LY, fERERIC R 7R A L0 A AR R %
simple statements in areas of HTENTED, FMBEHEDEN <‘:J§° s e
A1 | IS1-A11 . DLW TED, e HIRIEIZONT
immediate need or on very familiar | B I72 il REICOWTRES LY, G 2 IS B LG
topics[1.2000-CH] HZEWTED PR s
I can make myself understood in a
simple way but I am dependent on | 57255 Yi&‘f“%ﬂ&fﬁ@é 0, oYk
my partner being prepared to repeat [DIXL TI7D, HAONE ST FLF W HHFERPoLKVEELIZY, BN E o7 Ze
A1 | IS1-A1-1 |more slowly and rephrase what I say [ELL T<H/2V, B3RS WWIEN T (iR L TNDRE | RSLL \}\71071
and to help me to say what Iwant. (2258 TNALI M FITIKFL |HB 2O AR EGEITELD
QA%
I can understand simple questions
about myself and my family when . - .
people speak slowly and clearly (e.g. Tiﬁ? f‘? ﬁ%i;f J@;EL%’C; i/?:b?aiot FIFER DT XVEEL TR,
Al | IS2-A1 |"What's your name?" "How old are |- P ) ‘H“C@';ﬁﬁ@foﬁ’gf”ﬁ B 43 R0F T DWW T O BB 7035y
you?" "How are you?" etc.). P - ARYA)
FTHZENTED
I can understand simple words and 5 L=
. "non rj‘yj‘i’@_‘/\/J r\—y)}ufcﬁél/\J r&)@@kjj — SL
A1 | 1spa; [Phraseslike’excuseme”, "sorty", |\ \ D pmuimm e ey aziaic |0 2 A SOALSITHIAS)
thank you", etc. %7 LWV T BZRFR R DN 33D
| 1seas {ﬂir}.ﬁl;ﬁ? S}Fagg dsi)mge..g?: (;mgs’ o) (SIS0 | THIZED LV o Tefl |[R0d) [SE5780 | THIRED )2V ST
morning’. ate EARRES AT 5L TED BRI
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Companion resources for using the CEFR-J

CEFR-J Wordlist

ELP "Can Do" Descriptor DB

CEFR-J Handbook
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Tono, Y. (ed.) (2013) The CEFR-J Handbook.

* Part 1: What is the CEFR?
CAN-DO U X MEE - i&H

REIEEER

* Part 2: What is the CEFR- C E F R_J

J?

a7

@ B miix =

* Part 3: Using the CEFR-J

AERRIE
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RLDs for the CEFR-J
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CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan
CEFR-J

Corpus-based approach

Methodological contribution to
L2 Profiling Research

Coursebook corpora /
based on CEFR . .
Finding language points

© 000 0 O for CEFR levels

Al A2 Bl B2 o Syllabus/ Textbook/
Materials development

Learner corpora

based on CEFR Extraction “
OOOOOO of criterial “““
features O

Al A2 Bl B2
Other resources:

EP/Core Inventory, etc. ‘
00000

@
* Linking to CEFR-J
* Inventory for CEFR-J

Y | (
2012 - 2013 2014 - 2015 .
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Corpora
* Learner corpora: « Textbook corpora:
— JEFLL Corpus (WR; — Exam materials

JH/SH; 10,000 samples ;

¢. 670,000 tokens) — Major ELT coursebooks
— NICT JLE Corpus (SP; based on the CEFR

OPI-like interview data;
1281 subjects; c. 2 million)

— MEXT Data (1,600 JH-3
students; randomly
sampled; WR & SP)

— GTEC for STUDENTS
Writing Corpus (WR;
exam scripts; 30,000
samples; 2.5 million)

— English textbooks used in
Japan (for comparison)
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Method of identifying criterial features

 Grammar  Hypothesis testing
— Data-driven approach — Theory-driven approach,
— Extract all the grammar points focusing on particular
taught at secondary school grammatical properties
— Using machine learning to — Verb subcat; postnominal
find out which features modifiers; to Infinitives;
classify CEFR levels best > articles; tense; collocation, etc

compare different classifiers:

* Decision Tree/ Support
Vector Machine/ Random

Lexical profiling
— Measures of text

Forest/ etc. characteristics:
» Lexical richness measures:
e Learner errors Guiraud; Yule’s K
— Automatic error tagging * Complexity measures:

Sentence length; T-unit
length; VP/T-unit;
Clause/Sentence; Complex
nominal per clause/T-unit,
etc.
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The Impact of the CEFR-J

* In 2011,
The impact of the CEFR-J wasn’t yet

clear.

* How about now?

31
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Impact Analyses

* The backwash or washback of language tests has been
investigated mainly by using “questionnaires”,
“interviews to teachers and learners”, and “classroom
observations” (e.g. Alderson & Hamp-Lyons; 1996,

Watanabe; 1996, Muioz & Alvarez; 2010).
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Impact Analyses

* The impact of such comprehensive frameworks as the
CEFR or the CEFR-J, however, is far-reaching, and
therefore should be explored not only at the classroom

level, but also in a much wider context.

* How?

» Analyse Big Data.
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Big Data Analysis

* The data analysed: 15,579,018 texts, written in Japanese, from August 2012 to
September 2013

* The analyses: carried out by Jetrun Technology Inc.

* The results of the analyses: “Positive/Negative Graphs” and “Word Maps”

* The “Positive/Negative Graphs”: created by analysing the comments in terms of
the attitude of the writer, based on the semantic database

* The “Word Maps”: indicate the relationship of the key words in the writing. The
words were automatically analysed based on the tailored database of Jetrun
Technology Inc. The connections shown in the “Word Maps” are those of the key
words in the same sentence. It is necessary to interpret the relationships
between the key words by looking not only at the main webs but also at the
extended webs.
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Big Data Analysis

The computer programme was customised for this
particular research so that such everyday words as “Can
Do” and “level(s)” could be categorised as key words. The
term “Can Do”, which happens to be the name of a popular
100 yen shop chain in Japan, is usually excluded in this
kind of analysis, but since this is one of the crucial terms for
this analysis, the author made a special request to include it

as key words.
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The numbers of websites per month

g mmm———

rorrt. I o
Juken eigo
English for entrance exams N 1y
CEFR |10

CEFR-J |3
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The Positive/Negative Graphs

The CEFR The CEFR-J

Neutral
14%

Positive Negative
Neutral 39% 11%

44%

Positive
75%

Negative
17%

37



CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan
CEFR-J

L~y

CEFR

plura

A CRTifi
self-assessment I_VT_|

A
“below
-
RN R i
University of BonnUS€_ L\/T_|
A1

. level
= Ad N
., language
i "

h g—Hy /S %5

Europe eache

AR

junio

S

Taiwan

2 A%
junior high school

-

10 PR
“ elementary schoo
HEEE
English 2

Elﬂi;x
ior high school
15

Ve

L

o)

EF AR

ey “high-school
half \
3

38




CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan

CEFR-J

CEFR

““m_ﬂ_ﬁ —assessment
CAN-
ra
: 3 > | 2
ok Er




CEFR-based framework for ELT in Japan

CEFR-J

CEFR

=25
~= AH
&
lur 2
5 J—Ter ¥
Europe
12
IE-'.{{ -
2

40



CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan
CEFR-J 3k

branchi

s

~b sub- NSy
CVe pottom-up

'

degree of achievement -

EEIKE
e
1

e

Ty

adaptation

Bt ”
/exlstmg

BLFNE 6

compatibility cEFR

Ny’ %ﬁz’ﬂg

“textbook

low
e .
2 )

TR
2




CEFR-J

CEFR-based framework for ELT in Japan

CEFR

il

G

=
A

CEFR-J
Thm
T

42



CEFR—based framework for ELT in Japan
CEFR-J

CEFR-J

~_

—

43



CEFR-based framework for ELT in Japan

CEFR-J

Impact on Testing, not on Teaching

North (2009: 307) argues that “... the impact of the descriptive
scheme or other aspects of the CEFR on curriculum or teaching
have as yet been very limited”, and he quotes Little (2007) as

follows:

To date (the CEFR’s) impact on language testing far outweighs its
impact on curriculum design and pedagogy ...’ (Little 2007: 648) and
‘On the whole the CEFR has no more occasioned a revolution in
curriculum development than it has promoted the radical redesign of
language tests (Little 2007: 649)
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A Price to Pay

* High item discrimination
» narrowly-focused “Can Do” descriptors: too narrow to

reflect on teaching and build syllabus based on it.

* CEFR-J version 1: A2.1 Spoken Interaction
- I can give simple directions from place to place, using basic
expressions such as "turn right" and "go straight" along with

sequencers such as first, then, and next.
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CEFR-J “Can Do” descriptors:
too narrow to reflect on teaching

B1

A2

A1l
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Impact on language policy

* The “English Education Reform Plan corresponding to
Globalization”: released on 13th December 2013.

* Specific reference to the CEFR

* The plan proposes that Japanese teachers of English
should assess four skills with the use of “Can Do”
descriptors, and it specifies the attainment target of the

Japanese people’s English proficiency in terms of the
CEFR levels.

47
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Impact on teaching of other languages

* The CEFR-J is beginning to be used as a framework of
the attainment targets for other languages, e.g. French,

Japanese, etc.

< The progress of learning is tangible to learners and

teachers due to the branching of lower CEFR-J levels.
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Conclusion

* After the completion of the CEFR-J version 1, the CEFR-J
Guidebook, and its related resources have been available for use.

* OQur search for criterial features for the CEFR and/or CEFR-J is still
in progress.

* So far, the impact of the CEFR-J seems to have been limited
compared with specific language tests. Discussion regarding the
CEFR-J centres around “levels” and “branching”, rather than
“language policy” as in that of the CEFR.

* Teachers find it hard to see the link between the narrowly-focused
“Can Do” descriptors and their everyday teaching.



