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CNaVT??

• Certificate Dutch as a Foreign Language

• Over 40 countries, around 3500 candicates
every year

• Several moments of administration

• Performance based

▫ Task-based, needs-based, integrated



Task-based

• “People learn a language in order to use it, but 
also by using it”

(Cf. Van den Branden 2006)

• If we want to find out how well a person can
perform a task, we can put him to work at that
task, and observe how well he does it and the 
quality and quantity of the product he turns out

(Cureton, 1950, p. 622)



Needs-based

• Extensive needs analysis

• Identification of the TLU domain

• Selection of task types

(Van Avermaet & Gysen, 2006)



Integrated

Part Input Language 

performance

tasks

Part A Audio Integrated 

listening - writing

2

Part B written / visual Integrated 

reading - writing

3 – 4

Part C visual / written Integrated 

speaking 

(reading)

2 – 3 



Our certificate

• 5 profiles in 3 domains:

▫ Societal

� PTIT/societal 1 – Tourism

� PMT/societal 2 - Citizenship

▫ Professional

� PPT/Professional - Administrative

▫ Academic

� PTHO/Academic 1 – student

� PAT/Academic 2 – teaching staff



Common European Framework



An example: PTHO (B2)
Growing longs

You study biology at the University of Gent. For the next class of 

the course Cell Biology you were given the assignment to write a 

summary of a recent article. 

- Read the assignment in the syllabus below.

- Read the article on the next page.

- Write the summary of the article.

- Use the assignment in the syllabus to write your summary.

Pay attention!

- Write in full sentences.

- Write in your own words. You’re not allowed to copy sentences from 

the text.

- Everything you write outside the black framework will not be judged.



But…

• How do we deal with these central problems of 
TBLA:

▫ Generalization & inferences

▫ Authenticity & control

▫ Difficulty



Crucial:

• What’s the purpose of the tests?

• What do we want to know?

▫ PTHO:

� We want to know whether the candidate is able to
perform the language tasks that are associated with
(the start of) higher education.



How to find out what is needed?

• Domain experts

• Users committee

• …



Inferences & generalization

• How to generalize beyond the task?

• Our approach: 
▫ domain experts, needs analysis
▫ test specifications  
▫ task design

• An example
▫ PTHO: summary, argumentative texts, 

presentation, … 



Authenticity & control

• Balance needed between control and
authenticity

• Our approach:
- input text/scenario: based on authentic texts

- rating scales

- instructions examiners

- exam format



Exam format



Difficulty

• Task difficulty is difficult to fully grasp a priori

• Our approach
Development:

- exam format
- task specifications

Analyses:

- post analysis



Another problem…

• Integrated testing

How integrated are 

the reading-

speaking

tasks?





Integrated testing

• Possible solutions:

▫ No longer call it integrated testing

▫ Make it more integrated

▫ Make some concessions…



Linking to CEFR

• Our approach:

▫ CEFR

▫ Pilot

▫ Adjustment



Conclusion



Remarks? Questions?

• Willemijn.vandenBerg@arts.kuleuven.be 

• P.poelmans@fontys.nl


